
COVID-19 Inpatient Testing Algorithm

Patient with suspected respiratory tract infection 
(i.e. new symptoms)
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Signs & symptoms of lower 
respiratory tract infection2

Signs & symptoms of upper3 or lower2 
respiratory tract infection

Do not test

1Immunocompromised, e.g. transplant, IBD, rheumatology; cystic fibrosis, other primary lung disease excluding asthma, including chronic lung disease of prematurity 
(neuromuscular diseases, e.g. cerebral palsy); tracheostomy or other disorder with airway clearance issue; diabetes; hemodynamically significant heart disease including 
heart failure
2Fever, cough, shortness of breath/increased work of breathing (need two of three)
3Nasal congestion, sore throat
4Procedures that stimulate coughing and promote generation of aerosols, including aerosolized or nebulized medication administration, diagnostic sputum induction, 
bronchoscopy, airway suctioning, endotracheal intubation, positive pressure ventilation via face mask (CPAP, BiPAP) and high frequency oscillatory ventilation
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Do not test for 
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Test for COVID-19

Need for aerosol-generating 
procedures4
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Chest x-ray with lobar 
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